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Home Department. All observers agree that in outward
appearance he looks anything but the leader of a great
party. He is considerably undersized and has 'altogether
the appearance of a person of weakly constitution'; his
clothes, which are rather old-fashioned, adding to the
impression of nonentity. He wears a large top hat,
pulled well down over his eyes. Apart from his unpre-
possessing appearance, Mr. Grant says that he 'is one of
the worst speakers in the House, and but for his excellent
private character, his family connections and his conse-
quent influence in the political world, would not be
tolerated. There are many far better speakers, who not-
withstanding their innumerable efforts to catch the
Speaker's eye in the course of important debates, hardly
ever succeed, or, if they do, are generally put down by
the clamour of honourable members. His voice is weak
and his enunciation very imperfect. He speaks in
general in so low a tone as to be inaudible to more than
half of the House. His style is often in bad taste, and he
stammers and stutters at every fourth or fifth sentence.'
Still, Mr. Grant concedes that 'when he is audible he is
always clear; there is no mistaking his meaning. Gener-
ally his speeches are feeble in matter as well as in man-
ner: but on some great occasions I have known him
make very able speeches, more distinguished, however,
for the clear and forcible way in which he put the argu-
ments that would most naturally suggest themselves to a
reflecting mind than for any striking or comprehensive
views of the subject.'

A shrewder observer noted: 'He is not a natural
orator, and labours under physical deficiencies which
even a Demosthenic impulse could scarcely overcome.
But he is experienced in debate, quick in reply, fertile in
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